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KAFKA 

 In some way, Kafka was isolated because he was Jew. Besides, Prague was far away 

from the other cultural centers and, moreover, German was blocked in Prague. 

 Kafka was born in 1883 in Prague. His father was a well-considered butcher. Kafka, 

himself, got married and became a businessman in a kind of shop-bazar. His mother’s family 

was very special and he was fond of them.  However, an uncle came to Spain and became 

Railway director. 

 Kafka was successful in business, so they (he and his family) grow up in social status. 

Upper class of the bourgeoisie was mainly German. Consequently, they moved to the centre. 

Kafka’s sons went to Germanic schools with the domestic assistant and customer in Czech. 

 At that period of his life, he went to University and became a lawyer as a means to be 

a writer. A little biography was as followed: 

 In 1905 his health was bad.   

 In 1911-1912 a new age in his life started: he contacted a group of Jew theatre. He met 
Felice and the conflict between life and literature. 

  In 1917 he was diagnosed of tuberculosis.  

 In 1922 He retired because of his illness.  

 In 1925 he died and was buried in the Jew cemetery in Prague. 

 

Some useful details about political, social and literary background of that period were: 

 An industrious society, technical and scientific advances.  

 Einstein: relativity theory.  

 Amazing progress of the mass media. 

  Investigation and research in Medicine: Madame Curie and virus. 

 Freud: boom of psychoanalysis and existentialism Heidegger. 

 People enjoy “Happy 29s” wasting money, before the WWI.  

 Fear of writers, painters, songwriters and thinkers to the destruction of human values. 

The answer to this situation is certain fields: Picasso, Cezanne, Gaugin, New Style, 

Surrealism. 

 New tendencies: cubism, expressionism, surrealism… They were born under pressure 

because of the threat of maturity, typical thought of human beings. 

 Modern art was protest and criticism of that reality using as a tool a representation of 

the grotesque, ironic; also a new language. There was a technical threat, scientific threat so 

many intellectual people looked for dreams, sheltered in their dreams. Many writing and 

pictures were senseless.  But, there was an increase of the “-isms”. 

 Kafka was one of the classical writers of the modern literature. He transmitted in his 

https://meetingitaca.wordpress.com/


World Literature  https://meetingitaca.wordpress.com/   

 

M Cruz Fernández 
 

2 

workings the suffering, austerity, work and loneliness that his literary creation evokes. 

His relationship with his sister was up-downs. 

 A crisis with Felice was the origin of The Metamorphoses because he was sad and depressed. 

 His father’s business stuck in the profits and his father suffered from arteriosclerosis. 

Franz was the only of the family independent economically and if his father’s health got worse 

he would have to manage the business like Gregor Samsa, so in the some emotional situation 

that drove him to become a “vermin” or “beetle”. 
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