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LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE 
 
Latin American literature is a wide term that includes oral and written literature in several 
languages (Spanish, Portuguese and indigenous ones) spoken in Latin America. Here we’re 
focus on Spanish written literature. Its international success during the 20th century comes by 
means of   the style known Magic Realism, literary movement known as Latin American Boom 
and its Nobel Prize in Literature Gabriel García Márquez.  

Examples: 

HISPANOAMERICAN 

NARRATIVE 

García Márquez, Ernesto Sábato, Onetti, Vargas Losa, 

Miguel Ángel Asturias, Roa Bastos, Lezama Lima, Julio 

Cortázar... 

 

As a proof, here you can read some of the Nobel Prize laureates’ writers: 

 Gabriela Mistral, Chile, in 1945, 

 Miguel Ángel Asturias, Guatemala, in 1967 

 Pablo Neruda, Chile, in 1971 

 Gabriel García Márquez, Colombia, 1982 

 Octavio Paz, Mexico, in 1990 

 Mario Vargas Llosa, Peru, 2010 
 
 
HISTORY- a little bit of: 
 
In the late 19th century, Modernism emerged, a poetic movement whose founding text was 
the Nicaraguan Rubén Dario's Azul – Blue (1888). Although this movement was often seen as 
aesthetic and anti-political one, some writers introduced critiques of the contemporary social 
order and particularly the plight of Latin America's indigenous peoples ( Indigenismo- 
representing indigenous culture and the injustices that such communities were undergoing as 
for instance with the Peruvian J. M. Arguedas) 
 
The Argentine Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) created a new genre: the philosophical short 
story. Example: El aleph, 1949. Characteristics: 
•Careful writing full of cultural references,  
•Antirealism. 
  
The Venezuelan Romulo Gallegos wrote in 1929 what came to be one of the most well-known 
Latin American novels in the twentieth century Doña Barbara, a realist novel describing the 
conflict between civilization and barbarism in the plain lands of South America. 

 In the 1920s Mexico, the Mexican Revolution inspired novels such as Mariano Alzuela’s Los de 
Abajo, a committed work of social realism and the revolution - a reference for Mexican 
literature. In the 1940s, the Cuban novelist and musicologist  Alejo Carpentier (El siglo de las 
luces, Cuba, 1965) coined the term “lo real maravilloso" and, along with the Mexican Juan 
Rulfo ( Pedro Páramo, 1955)  and the Guatemalan Miguel Ángel Asturias (The Nobel Prize, 
Guatemala, 1967) would prove a precursor of the Boom and its signature style of "magic 
realism". 

 

https://meetingitaca.wordpress.com/


World Literature  https://meetingitaca.wordpress.com/ 

 

M Cruz Fernández 
 

2 

 

In poetry, the Nobel laureates Pablo Neruda (Chile, 1971) is distinguished. Veinte poemas de 
amor y una canción desesperada (20 poems of love and a song of despair) is perhaps his best-
known work. Just a note: according to Gabriel García Márquez, Neruda "is the greatest poet of 
the 20th century”. However, there are more preeminent poets such as the Uruguayan Mario 
Benedetti, the Nobel laureates Gabriela Mistral (Chile,1945) and Octavio Paz (Mexico, 1990) 
(The Labyrinth of Solitude)  

After World War II, Latin America faced a period of economic prosperity which contributed to 
a literary boom. From 1960 to 1967, the major works of this were published. Many of these 
novels were somewhat rebellious from the general point of view of Latin America culture. 
Authors crossed traditional boundaries, experimented with language, and often mixed 
different styles of writing in their works. Structures of literary works were also changing: non-
linearity and experimental narration. They were inspired by North American and European 
authors such as W. Faulkner, J. Joyce and V. Woolf. The Boom works tended not to focus on 
social and local issues, but rather on universal and at times metaphysical themes. Thus, Latin 
American literature was launched onto the world.  

Among the novelists, perhaps the most notable author to emerge from Latin America in the 
20th century is Gabriel García Márquez (The Nobel Prize, Colombia, 1982). His book Cien Años 
de Soledad (A Hundred Years of Solitude) (1967), is one of the most important works in world 
literature of the 20th century. Borges opined that it was "the Don Quixote of Latin America."  

Nevertheless, the Argentinian Julio Cortázar is another important author whose themes are 
the chaos, the fate, and the analysis of the human being who is overwhelming by existentialist 
and social political worries. The experimental novel Rayuela is an example of this because of 
structure divided in different scenes. 

The Peruvian Mario Vargas LLosa (The Nobel Prize, Peru, 2010) searches incessantly narrative 
techniques, and complex narrative worlds. La ciudad y los perros is a denunciation of 
machismo, the violence in a military school and criticism towards Peruvian society. La casa 
verde intertwines three stories. 

 

After the Boom's culmination with Boa Bastos’s Yo, el supremo, the post-boom period began. 
Roberto Bolaño (Los detectives salvajes, Chile¸1998) is considered to have had the greatest 
world impact of any post-Boom author. Those authors tend to use irony and, sometimes, 
popular genres. Some writers felt the success of the Boom to be a burden, others such as 
Laura Esquivel (Como agua para chocolate- Mexico, 1989) did not. 

Notable writers of contemporary Latin American literature are Paulo Coelho (O Alquimista, 
Brazil, 1988); Isabel Allende (La casa de los espíritus, Chile, 1982); Ernesto Sábato (El túnel, 
Argentina, 1948) ; G. Cabrera Infante (Tres tristes tigres, Cuba, 1965) among others. 
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All in all layout 
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